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With the appreciation of the familial nature of the affection the diagnosis of Leber's disease was made with confidence. Apart from the two patients there is no history of defective vision in the family.
Subsequent examinations have shown enlargement of the scotomata and deterioration of central vision in both patients. The boy's right eye, which was normal when first examined, showed a scotoma involving fixation in September. There is now temporal pallor of both optic discs in both patients.
Unusual Type of Detached Retina. The left eye has always had bad vision, but became worse a fortnight ago. When she came up to hospital she was found to have, in the right eye, a faint corneal nebula, one or two spots of old K.P., and the right vision was A with + 05 D. sph. and -0*75 D. cyl., axis 180°. In the left eye there was a well-marked corneal nebula, with a balloon detachment of the retina above. The left vision was less than 6 When first seen, a hole was suspected on the balloon at about 2 o'clock. She has been kept in hospital, and now a large hole is seen at 6 o'clock far back from the periphery. The interest of this case lies in: (1) The relation of the balloon detachment above and the large hole below. (2) The marked eversion of the retina at the edges of the hole.
Discussion.-Mr. COLE MARSHALL said that he had a case of a girl aged 18 with double detachment. As far as he remembered the left retina was detached about four years ago; the right was comparatively recent. There were no definite holes to be seen, but large areas of degeneration were visible. He operated on the worst side first and got the retina back and, much to his surprise, in spite of some degeneration of the macula, she had a vision of about I6. Then he operated on the right eye, doing a large barrage. There seemed a large amount of degeneration of the retina in the lower third of the fundus, and that was why he carried out this procedure. The vision was a in the right eye after the operation, but she got an extraordinary condition peripheral to the barrage he had made-a very woolly appearance which apparently persisted and the like of which he had not seen before. She still had her sight, and vision of 6 some months after the operation, notwithstanding this unusual condition.
Mr. J. P. F. LLOYD said that he could quote a very similar case in a patient aged 50 years whom he first saw about two and a half years ago when she had an exudative detachment very like the one shown. It was so obviously exudative that he left it, and eventually it gradually went back almost completely except at the periphery. Unfortunately a very large area of the retina was destroyed by atrophy. Eight or nine months later she commenced to develop a cataract in the other eye, which gradually became mature. He removed the cataract and the sight, notwithstanding operative complications, came up to v or c' , and the fundus was completely normal. Several months later a condition of exudative detachment started in this eye below. He repeated every investigation and, as all were negative, gave her a short course of prontosil. He thought the prognosis of operation for these detachments would be very poor indeed.
Cyst of Right Retina.-HUMPHREY NEAME, F.R.C.S.
H. B., female, aged 17. History.-Vision of right eye had been noticed to fail for six months. Previouslv quite good. The left eye had always had defective vision and had squinted from birth. No visit to the tropics at any time. Born in Ireland.
On admission (7.9.38).-R.V. 1-; no improvement with + 1.25/+ 0-25, axis 900. L.V. T no improvement with -2 0/+1 0 D. cyl. Condition of fundus oculi: Adjacent to the right optic disc a cystic swelling extended down and out from the inferior temporal margin. It was some 3-disc diameters in length and less in breadth, the long axis being directed down and out. To the temporal side of the swelling, which had transparent walls, was a small amount of white exudate. A small spot of pigment was visible through the anterior wall of the cyst lying on its posterior wall. Delicate tension lines in the retina visible, especially below. The left eye was of normal appearance in all respects. Wassermann reaction negative.
The right field of vision with 0.5' w°hite object (28.9.38) was of normal shape extending out to between 400 and 500 above, below, and to nasal side, and to 800 temporal side. A scotoma present to a mhite object above extended to within 1°o f the fixation point (5/2,000 on Bjerrum's screen).
Examination of the blood at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases failed to reveal any evidence suggestive of the presence of a hydatid cyst. This case developed progressive ptosis and diplopia. One important point in the diagnosis was the weakness of the orbicularis oculi. This is almost always weak in cases of myasthenia with ocular paralysis. Secondly, the ptosis was increased when the patient attempted to look upwards for a minute. The third point was his reaction to prostigmin, after an injection of which the ptosis disappeared, and ocular movements returned almost to normal. With a full dose of prostigmin, 21 mgm., the effect lasts four or five hours, and then the diplopia and ptosis return. Prostigmin sometimes produces generalized symptoms which may be prevented by the simultaneous administration of T gr. atropine.
Two Cases of Familial Keratitis.-J. H. DOGGART, F.R.C.S.
I.-W. E. G., male, aged 48. History. Sight has been bad since boyhood. About thirty years ago he was advised to undergo scraping of each cornea.
Family history.-His mother and his mother's father are said to have had similar trouble. His daughter also is affected.
On examination. Vision, with glasses, is -cP mostly, R. and L. Fundi normal, so far as can be ascertained. Both corneae show clear zones at the periphery, but in the central portion there are numerous opacities occupying all layers of the substantia propria. Some of the opacities are round, but most of them are irregular in shape, resembling bone sequestra or pieces of coral. Endothelium healthy. No disturbance of corneal sensation.
